Collections management: telling
stories through objects

South East Queensland — Small Museums
Conference

8-9 October 2016

Lydia Egunnike
Queensland Museum Network




Ned Kelly’s armour, State Library of Victoria
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THE POWER OF OBJECTS

Terror Haza Muzeum , Budapest.




This is my heritage

1 August to December 2016,
Cobb + Co Museum

This is my heritage explores the
profound connection that objects
have to family, country and
culture through the personal
memories and experiences of 12
of Queensland’s Indigenous
artists and educators.

Through images and film, the
exhibition reveals the surprising
connections and strong spiritual
links that can be explored when
people engage with the

Leonard Donoghue, 9 April 2015 collections of the Queensland

Shield from Wrights Creek, Cairns Museum.
region

Purchased from Joseph Campbell,

1914 (QE1131)




WHY DO WE DO WHAT WE DO?







THE POWER OF GOOD COLLECTION
MANAGEMENT




Collection management activities

Collection development: acquisition, loan or
transfer, and disposal

Risk management: conservation, security and
environmental control

Stock management: documentation, cataloguing,
and digitisation

Access management: interpretation, rights
management, and research

Legal compliance: evidence of ownership, good
governance




COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT

Or this ?




From: Collection Policy Template, Museums Australia (Victoria), 2014.




LEGAL COMPLIANCE




STOCK MANAGEMENT

Or this ?




Object documentation




Significance Assessment




RISK MANAGEMENT

Or this ?




Preventive preservation & display




Safe environment




Disaster preparedness

Railway carriage, Bundaberg Historical Railway Museum after 2013 floods..




ACCESS MANAGEMENT

Or this ?




Interpretation policy

Think about key topics,
themes and stories

Target audience
Key objectives

Interpretative media




Developing a display

MDO Melanie Piddocke and volunteers from the Bowen Museum and
Historical Society carrying out initial research for an ANZAC exhibition.




Object led displays







AND THE (NEAR) FUTURE...




