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TANYA TUTTLE 

Winner at State Awards 
 

The Winners and Finalists of the 2023 Gallery and Museum Achievement Awards (GAMAA) 
were proudly announced by Museums & Galleries Queensland on Wednesday 22 November, at a 
special awards presentation proudly hosted by Logan City Council at the Kingston Butter Factory 
Cultural Precinct, Kingston. 

 
Tanya Tuttle, President of the Babinda Museum, was announced as Winner for her outstanding 
achievement in the category of Individuals: Volunteer. 

 
A respected and valued member of the Babinda community, Tanya has a great interest in local 
history and is a passionate rural community economic development activist, a social services 
advocate, a promoter of women in rugby and a dedicated wildlife rescuer. 

 

Inspired by a visit to the Cairns Museum in 2017, Tanya started thinking about how a museum 
could support Babinda's economic development and community wellbeing. 

 

Following this visit, she set about recruiting a group of like-minded volunteers, consulted with 
Cairns Regional Council, and met with Dr Jo Wills, Senior Museum Development Officer FNQ. 
Before long the project was underway! 

 

Tanya Tuttle has been the driving force, leading the Babinda Museum Steering Committee 
through the development of the Babinda Museum project since its inception in 2017. 

 

An inspiration to other volunteers, Tanya’s leadership is characterised by her determination, 
vision, patience, generosity and sense of humour.  

 

Drawing on her networks, technical expertise, business acumen and people skills, Tanya steered 
the volunteers through the project, and identified ways for them to access training and gain 
valuable hands-on museum skills. She applied for and administered multiple grants; engaged 
tradespeople and museum professionals to undertake the renovations and build local capacity; 
arranged cultural awareness training; liaised extensively with local Traditional Owners and other 
community stakeholders; and managed fundraising programs to ensure the successful delivery of 
the Babinda Museum.  



  

 

 

Through hard work and with a strong sense of purpose, Tanya has also actively learnt new skills 
in museum best practice to ensure the Babinda Museum succeeds. 
 

Museums & Galleries Queensland (M&G QLD) Executive Director, Rebekah Butler said, 
“As the Winner in this category, Tanya Tuttle is recognised for her tremendous efforts and 
unwavering commitment to establishing the Babinda Museum – an important cultural hub that 
not only unites and empowers its community but also contributes to the region’s tourism and 
economic development.” 

 

Ms Butler continued, “The Gallery and Museum Achievement Awards are a celebration of the 
professional excellence, innovation and leadership within Queensland’s arts and cultural heritage 
sector. We extend our congratulations to this year’s worthy Winners and Finalists.”  
 
The GAMAA were established by Museums & Galleries Queensland in 2004 to honour the 
achievements of our State’s individuals and organisations in striving towards excellence. 
 
The 2023 Winners received an exquisite trophy by Queensland artist, Nicole Jakins, 
commissioned by M&G QLD. Nicole’s works explore environmental concerns, drawing on the 
beauty and fragility of nature. 
 
The 2023 Gallery and Museum Achievement Awards are proudly supported by Logan City 
Council and sponsored by Public Galleries Queensland and Australian Museums and 
Galleries Association Queensland. 
 
 
 

For media enquiries please contact: 
Rebekah Butler, Executive Director, M&G QLD 
Museums & Galleries Queensland 
Phone: 07 3059 9740 Freecall: 1800 866 101  Mobile: 0422 579 180 
Email: rebekah.butler@magsq.com.au  
Website: www.magsq.com.au  

 

MEDIA RELEASE END 


