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Michael Wardell 
Receives Lifetime Achievement Award  

 

The Winners, Highly Commended and Finalists of the 2024 Gallery and Museum Achievement 
Awards were proudly announced by Museums & Galleries Queensland (M&G QLD) on Tuesday 8 
October, at a special awards presentation hosted by the Queensland Museum Cobb+Co, 
Toowoomba. 
 
M&G QLD is delighted to honour Michael Wardell, Art Gallery Coordinator, Logan Art Gallery 
with a Lifetime Achievement Award at the prestigious 2024 Gallery and Museum 
Achievement Awards (GAMAA). This recognition celebrates Michael’s outstanding career and 
his remarkable 48 years of service to the arts community.  
 
Throughout his illustrious career, Michael Wardell has made an indelible mark on the Queensland 
and national arts landscape. His journey began at Monash University Gallery, Victoria, in 1976, 
and since then, he has been a driving force behind the success of numerous artists, both 
established and emerging, across Australia.  
 
Michael's dedication to the arts sector is evident in his numerous contributions, including his role 
at the National Gallery of Australia, where he played a significant part in the development of the 
contemporary international photography collection. Michael then opened a commercial Gallery in 
Richmond where he nurtured the emerging careers of some of Australia’s most recognised artists, 
including Lindy Lee, Brent Harris, Patrick Pound, Andrew Browne and Lynne Roberts-Goodwin. His 
influence continued when he accepted a role with the Art Gallery of NSW, where he worked on 
significant international exhibitions.  
 
In 2007, Michael had a sea change accepting the position of Director at Artspace Mackay, 
Queensland. In this role, he was able to draw on his extensive experience and passion 
for works on paper and artist books to further develop the Gallery’s artist book collection and 
curate exhibitions that showcased the works of acclaimed Australian artists. His leadership 
continued when he assumed the position of Logan Art Gallery Coordinator. In this role, he has 
strengthened the Logan City Art Collection through strategic acquisitions and significant 
donations, that celebrate the vibrant cultural diversity of the City of Logan and honour the 
creative talent of the First Nations community. 
 
The impact of Michael’s work extends beyond the gallery walls. His dedication and passion for 
contemporary art, his commitment to supporting artists, and his love of community have not only 



  

 

enriched the region’s cultural landscape but have also inspired a new generation of artists and art 
lovers. The innovative exhibitions and programs at Logan Art Gallery, showcased under his 
guidance, have sparked important conversations and challenged conventional perspectives, 
underscoring the transformative power of contemporary art. 
 
This Lifetime Achievement Award serves as a testament to Michael Wardell's remarkable 
contributions and unwavering dedication to the arts community. His influence and legacy will 
continue to inspire and shape the future of the arts community for years to come.  
 
Museums & Galleries Queensland (M&G QLD) Executive Director, Rebekah Butler said, 
“We extend our hearty congratulations to Michael Wardell. This Lifetime Achievement Award 
recognises his incredible contribution to Queensland’s and Australia’s contemporary art scene 
over several decades. Through his dedicated and impactful work, Michael has mentored 
numerous artists and arts professionals and enriched the communities in which he has lived 
through quality programming that reflects the richness, diversity and social fabric of these 
regions.”  
 
Ms Butler continued, “The 2024 Winners, Highly Commended and Finalists were selected from a 
strong field of nominations received from organisations, large and small, across Queensland. It is 
an honour to be shining a spotlight on the outstanding work of so many worthy individuals and 
organisations.” 
 
Now in its twentieth year, the GAMAA were established by Museums & Galleries Queensland (M&G 
QLD) to honour the achievements of our State’s individuals and organisations in striving towards 
excellence.  
 
The 2024 Winners received an exquisite trophy by emerging Queensland artist, Monique 
Burkhead. Monique is of Polynesian, Maori and Australian heritage and lives and works in Cairns. 
She is passionate about conserving the environment, and through her art, hopes to raise an 
awareness of the fragile nature of our natural environment and the impacts of climate change.  
 
The 2024 GAMAA trophies are generously supported by Brian Tucker. 
 
The 2024 GAMAA are proudly supported by the Queensland Museum and sponsored by Public 
Galleries Queensland and Australian Museums and Galleries Association Queensland. 
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