MEDIA RELEASE

15/10/2024

Dr Gary Smith

Winner at State Awards

The Winners, Highly Commended and Finalists of the 2024 Gallery and Museum Achievement
Awards (GAMAA) were proudly announced by Museums & Galleries Queensland (M&G QLD) on
Tuesday 8 October, at a special awards presentation hosted by the Queensland Museum
Cobb+Co, Toowoomba.

Museums & Galleries Queensland is thrilled to announce Dr Gary Smith, a Brisbane
prosthodontist and dedicated volunteer Honorary Curator at the Museum of Dentistry, has been
honoured with Winning the Individuals: Volunteer Staff category at the prestigious 2024
Gallery and Museum Achievement Awards (GAMAA).

Passionate about his specialised field, Dr Gary Smith is recognised for his outstanding
contribution to the preservation and celebration of Queensland's dental heritage and history. He
was instrumental in the establishment of the Museum of Dentistry at the Australian Dental
Association Queensland (ADAQ) and has worked tirelessly to preserve its collections for future
generations and to ensure its success.

Dr Smith's remarkable efforts in capturing the forms and preserving dental objects through his
exceptional photography skills, restoration work, and conducting extensive research have set a
new standard of practice in the field. His dedication to raising the level of professionalism within
the organisation is evident through his instrumental role in Museum projects at ADAQ and his
proactive approach to networking and seeking expertise from other museums and societies to
implement best practices.

Dr Smith's engagement with students, colleagues, aged care groups and the wider community
through his captivating lectures on the history of dentistry has sparked meaningful discussions
and contributed to a deeper understanding of this field. His recent achievement of having his
article, Robert Livingstone Mearns: Pioneering Queensland Dentist, accepted by the British Dental
Association's Dental Historian journal, showcasing his ability to piece together scattered puzzle
pieces and shed new light on the actions of past pioneers of dentistry in Queensland, is a
testament to his unwavering commitment to excellence. Furthermore, Dr Smith’s dental history
posts on the ADAQ Facebook community page are amongst the highest engagement scores and
often spur fascinating discussions.

He consistently leads by example and inspires others within and outside of the Museum. His
passion is infectious, and through his curated exhibition displays, research and talks about the
Museum of Dentistry, he has ‘recruited’ other retired and current ADAQ members to volunteer. He
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also donated his own vintage dental cabinet and other items from his personal collection to the
Museum.

In awarding Dr Gary Smith the winner in this category, the judges praised his exceptional
dedication to the history of dentistry and to the Museum, where he continues to provide
indispensable research and volunteer hours. They recognised him as an excellent role model and
commended his work in areas of education, research, collection management, policies and
audience engagement.

Museums & Galleries Queensland (M&G QLD) Executive Director, Rebekah Butler said,
“This acknowledgment is a testament to Dr Gary Smith’s outstanding contributions to the
Museum of Dentistry. His deep knowledge, dedication, leadership, and passion for preserving
Queensland's dental heritage makes him a truly deserving Winner at the 2024 Gallery and
Museum Achievement Awards.”

Ms Butler continued, “The 2024 Winners, Highly Commended and Finalists were selected from a
strong field of nominations received from organisations, large and small, across Queensland. It is
an honour to be shining a spotlight on the outstanding work of so many worthy individuals and
organisations.”

Now in its twentieth year, the GAMAA were established by Museums & Galleries Queensland (M&G
QLD) to honour the achievements of our State’s individuals and organisations in striving towards
excellence.

The 2024 Winners received an exquisite trophy by emerging Queensland artist, Monique
Burkhead. Monique is of Polynesian, Maori and Australian heritage and lives and works in Cairns.
She is passionate about conserving the environment, and through her art hopes to raise an
awareness of the fragile nature of our natural environment and the impacts of climate change.

The 2024 GAMAA trophies are generously supported by Brian Tucker.

The 2024 GAMAA are proudly supported by the Queensland Museum and sponsored by Public
Galleries Queensland and Australian Museums and Galleries Association Queensland.
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