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Grant Programs  

 
Mackay Regional Council has 5 main grant programs: 
 

•  Junior Sport Grants;  

•  Arts and Cultural Grants;  

•  Inkind Assistance Program;  

•  Graffiti Removal Grant; and  

•  Community Grant Program. 
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Junior Sports Grants  

•  Assistance for young people under the age of 21 who have been selected 
to represent: 
Ø  The State at a National Level; or 
Ø  The Nation at an International Level 

•  Applications are accepted from Individuals or Clubs (where there are more 
than 2 competitors selected). 

•  Applications must be submitted at least 1 month prior to the event.  

•  These grants are open all year. 
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Arts and Culture Grants 

•  This grant is for people from the Mackay Region who have been invited to 
represent the State or Nation in their chosen art field.  

•  Applications must be submitted at least 1 month prior to the event. 

•  Your CV must be attached to your application. 

•  These grants are open all year. 
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Inkind Assistance Program 

•  Items that can be requested through this program include:  
Ø  Bins; 
Ø  Traffic Cones; 
Ø  Barrier Mesh; 
Ø  Fountain Colouring; etc. 

•  Council Fees and Charges will not be waived under this program.  This 
includes Outdoor Event Permits and MECC Hire.  

•  Ensure you provide precise details of what you are requesting.  Don’t just 
put bins, please list how many, etc. 

•  Applications must be submitted at least 4 weeks prior to the event.   

•  This program can be accessed all year . 
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Graffiti Removal Grant  

•  Provided to business and organisations to support the removal of graffiti 
from non-Council owned facilities.  

•  A maximum of $500 per graffiti event, with a maximum of $2,000 per 12 
month period. 

•  Quotes must be obtained and attached to the application. 

•  Funds may be provided to either the facility owner or the tenant. 

•  These grants can be accessed all year.  
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Community Grant Program 

 
 
Grant Categories include: 
 

•  Community Grant   up to $5,000.00 

•  Natural Environment Grant  up to $5,000.00 

•  Small Equipment Grant  up to $1,000.00 

Closing dates for applications are the first Friday in February and August. 
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Tips for Completing the Application Form 

•  The Community Grant Program has gone online, using SmartyGrants.   

•  To access available grants, log on to https://mackay.smartygrants.com.au.   

•  Click on the round you wish to apply for.   
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•  Click on ‘Start a Submission’. 

•  If you are new to SmartyGrants, you will be prompted to create an account.  
If you have used the program previously, your login details will remain the 
same.   

•  You will then be able to start completing the form.   

•  Remember to click save often, as the system will automatically log you out 
after 30 minutes of inactivity and you will lose any unsaved work. 
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•  Questions marked with a red asterix are compulsory and must be 
answered. 

•  Based on your previous answers, some areas may be greyed out.  These 
sections are irrelevant to your organisation and don’t need to be 
answered.   
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•  When answering the questions, ensure you cover all the bases.  Don’t 
assume the Assessment Committee knows who you are and what you are 
trying to achieve.   

•  Be clear and concise.  You will note that some questions have a word limit,  
as well as providing you with a total of your answer.    
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•  Instead of saying:  
“We want to hold a lot of information sessions somewhere in town to attract more 
people to our club because we need more people to share the load of running the 
club because we sometimes struggle with everything that we have to do so it would 
be good for us to have more people. We will have an identity come along to the 
sessions.” 
 

•  Say this: 
“Our club plans to host a series of come and try sessions at our club facilities,  on 
the last weekend in January, at which Australian renowned motor sports enthusiast 
Rudolph Revhead will attend. Whilst Rudolph will inspire those present, club 
members will be on hand with membership information with the aim of increasing our 
profile in the community and ultimately, membership numbers.” 
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•  Some questions will require you to upload files, including quotes and 
financial statements.   

•  Council requires 1 quote for items under $1,000.00, and 2 quotes for items 
over $1,000.00. 

•  If your financial statements don’t adequately reflect your organisations 
current financial position, please ensure you detail the reason: 

 
“Whist our financial statements indicate that the club could cover the cost of the 
come and try sessions, the club is saving toward the cost of upgrading the track in 
order to further improve safety for everyone who use our facilities. The upgrading 
works are scheduled to be completed in the current financial year.”  
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The Budget  

•  Your organisation must be contributing a minimum of 25% of the total 
project/program costs.   

•  Volunteer inkind hours should be calculated at the appropriate rate or at a 
minimum of $20.00 per hour.   

•  Total Expenditure must equal Total Income.  
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The Dreaded Tax Forms  

•  All applications must include the relevant tax form.  The forms need to be 
downloaded through the link in the form, the relevant form completed, and 
then uploaded to your application. 

•  The forms relate to you as the applicant – not the supplier you are using. 

•  Which form you use depends on your organisation’s status in relation to 
ABN and GST registration.  If you are unsure, you can check your ABN 
details in the relevant question on the grant form.   

15 



16 

Statement by A Supplier  

•  To be completed if you have no 
ABN and are not registered for 
GST. 

•  Please tick one category only. 

•  There are penalties for making a 
false declaration on this form. 

•  If you do not qualify for one of 
the categories, 48.5% of the 
payment is required to be 
withheld and forwarded to the 
Australian Tax Office.  You will 
then need to claim this amount 
in your next tax return.  



Agreement for Creation of a Tax 
Invoice on Behalf of a Payee 

•  To be completed if you have an 
ABN and are registered for GST.  
This will allow Council to generate 
a Tax Invoice on behalf of the 
supplier and therefore conform to 
ATO procedure.  
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Declaration by a Supplier – ABN  
(Not Registered for GST) 

•  To be completed if you have an 
ABN but are not registered for 
GST. 
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Submitting Your Application 

•  You will be unable to submit your application if you haven’t completed all 
the relevant sections.   

•  Once you have completed the application wholly, press the submit button.  
It is important to note that once you have submitted your application, it is 
unable to be changed.  

•  You will receive a system generated email with your submission number 
and a PDF copy of your application form. 
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Need Help? 

•  For assistance with any of Council’s grant programs, please contact us on 
1300 622 529. 

•  All forms and links are available on Council’s website: 
www.mackay.qld.gov.au.  
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